Notes from the Northern District Police Community Meeting April 18 2007.
Presenters

Major Pristoop: Northern District Precinct Commander
Lieutenant Smith: Northern District Supervisor

Officer Doug Gibson: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Officer Jon Walter: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Statistically speaking:
Serious crime is down from the same period in 2006.
· Overall 18% decline.

· Close to 100 fewer robberies.

· Of the 8 murders in ND this year, all but 2 are part of the criminal element and/or related to gang or criminal activities.

Burglaries remain a stubborn and persistent problem.
· Fair number of commercial break-ins in Charles Village and Union Avenue areas.

· Radnor, Winston, Greenspring areas.

· Many residential burglaries are juvenile/daytime break-ins, and in many cases, perpetrators are entering through open windows/doors!
The most important thing that residents can do is to OBTAIN A CRIME WATCH NUMBER AND REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY!

· Crime Watch Number application can be found at the end of this report, on the Medfield Community Association website, or by attending either the Medfield Community Association or Northern District Police Community monthly meetings.

Larceny from auto is down 17% from this time last year, with the exception of a recent, near-record surge in the Charles Village area.
· Residents need to keep vehicles locked, with the windows up and all valuables out of site.
Presentation by Officer Jon Walter on seasonal precautions:
We are fast approaching the time of year when yard and lawn maintenance takes up a good portion of our time.  A few simple precautions can decrease the chance of becoming a victim of burglary.
· Thieves can quickly enter your home through open windows and doors while you are gardening in your yard.  See note above regarding “residential/juvenile daytime break-ins”.  Keep doors and ground-floor windows closed and locked, even if out of site for only a short time.

· Keep garages and sheds locked.

· Mark lawn equipment (e.g. mowers, weed-whackers, leaf blowers) with driver’s license number, state identification number, or home address.  An electric engraver makes this a much easier task.

· Do not leave equipment unattended.

· Record brand name, model and serial numbers of all lawn equipment and bicycles.

· Take pictures of unique possessions.

· Keep shrubbery trimmed away from windows and doors to maintain clear visibility and deny thieves potential hiding places.

· Ensure that outdoor lighting is adequate and in good working order.  Automatic lights with motion sensors are a good idea.

· Beware of burglars masquerading as home improvement contractors, possibly placing ladders on houses in order to gain access through upstairs windows.

· REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVYT: do not hesitate to call police – 911.

Citizens concerns expressed at meeting include:
· Drugs in the mid-Govans area.  Young people, very sophisticated (using cell phones and other electronic communication devices), and sometimes hiding drugs in alleys.  Adults are the buyers of these drugs, while the kids are providing “home delivery”.  Most of this activity seems to be occurring in the middle of the day.  Major Pristoop informed those in attendance that this problem is being targeted very aggressively by the police.
· Prostitution activity Falls Road near 23rd Street…also Calvert and North Avenue.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Next Meeting is Wednesday, May 16, 2007

	OPERATION CRIME WATCH 

APPLICATION - Download Application

To register as a Crime Watch member, please complete the form below and return it to the Community Relations Unit of the Northern District. Your confidential Crime Watch membership number will be mailed back to you.  

 


	CRIME WATCH NUMBER: 

Northern District Community Relations 
2201 W. Coldspring Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

410-367-8491 - Office 
410-367-8492. Fax
410-396-2455. District 

Officer Jon Walter :: Jonathan.walter@baltimorepolice.org 
Officer Doug Gibson :: Douglas.Gibson@baltimorepolice.org 

**NOTE: When mailing your application back to the Northern District, mail it to the following address noting the Northern District: 

C/O Baltimore Police Department, 242 West 29th Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21211 

BALTIMORE BELIEVE 
1-866-BELIEVE * www.baltimorebelieve.com 


	


