Notes from the Northern District Police Community Meeting February 21 2007.
Presenters

 Detective Quinn Gooden: Northern District Gang Task Force
Major Pristoop: Northern District Precinct Commander
General notes

This meeting was very well attended, with many people forced to stand.  Informal discussion with other attendees indicated that the unusually high turnout may have been due to continued burglary concerns in the Gilford sector of Northern District.
Presentation by Detective Quinn Gooden on Gang Activity within Northern District
Much of the gang discussion was a repeat of information that is already contained in the notes from the 15 November 2006 meeting and will not be repeated here…please refer to those notes for miscellaneous background information on gangs.
Updates on Gang Activities in ND: 
The police continue to find signs of gang activity in Northern District.  Signs include various gangs marking, which are frequently difficult to distinguish from run-of-the-mill graffiti.

To date, the police have identified approximately 25-to-30 members of the “Crips” and 30-to-40 members of the “Bloods” gangs within Northern District.  The police stress that while this is not a particularly high-number, they are carefully watching the situation and aggressively targeting gang activities.

Police note that the various gang members are not new arrivals to our communities: they are the same, usually well-known, troublemakers, who seem to be joining gangs.

What the community can do to help:
· The police stress “full community involvement’.
· Vigilance: be knowledgeable of activities with the community.  Police are revising the “Community Complaint Sheets”.

· Get a Crime Watch Number...an number assigned to your by NDPD that allows you to anonymously report criminal activity to police without the necessity for police to visit your residence.  Cannot stress this enough...see information at the end of this report.
· Report new graffiti or unusual markings in the community.  When citizens report graffiti by dialing 311 or accessing the Baltimore City website, police are supposed to be informed so they can perform an analysis for signs of gang activity prior to removal by city crews.
· Be aware of the curfew rules for Juveniles and report violators.  The following is extracted from the applicable Police Ordnance:
Nighttime Curfew

It shall be unlawful for the parent of any minor to knowingly permit or, by insufficient control to allow, such minor, minor being any person under the age of 17 years, to remain in or upon any public place or any establishment:

1. between the hours of 12:00 midnight Friday and 6:00 a.m. Saturday;

2. between the hours of 12:00 midnight Saturday and 6:00 a.m. Sunday;

3. between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. of the following day, on any other day of the week.

Daytime Curfew

It shall be unlawful for the parent of any minor between the ages of 6 to 16 years, inclusive, to knowingly permit or, by insufficient control to allow, such minor to be in or about any public place or any establishment between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on any day during which the minor is required to be in school.

Violators of this curfew go to a center and a parent needs to pick them up.  The juvenile may also be returned home by an Officer.

The Juvenile Dept is downtown off Gay St.

Crime Statistics Presentation by Major Pristoop
Current statistics for 2007 has Northern District tied with 2006 statistics for murders, but slightly up with burglaries.
Charles Village, Winston, Gilford, and Chinquapin continue to be problem areas.

Police believe that they are making progress, and site 12 arrests for burglary in the past 28 days, including the semi-notorious “Cat Burglar” or “Ninja Burglar” and at least one juvenile who is thought to responsible for numerous burglaries.  Police are hopeful that time will prove that the aforementioned arrests will have a significant positive effect, but are continuing aggressive patrolling efforts in the affected areas.

Of Immediate Concern to Our Community

An armed robbery (handgun) occurred at Weldon Circle in front of the old “Rudy’s” store at approximately 8:30 p.m. on February 1st.  Police have made an arrest in this case, but no further information was available.    
COP= Citizens On Patrol 

I inquired about the COPs (Citizens On Patrol) program that was discussed at the January meeting.  Officer Walter, our Community Liaison Officer, is prepared (along with Officer Doug Gibson) to work with the Medfield community to establish this program.  We will require 5 or 6 people to get started.  I informed Officer Walter that we will contact him once there has been further discussion within our community association and we have assembled a list of volunteers.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Next Meeting is Wednesday, March 21, 2007

	OPERATION CRIME WATCH 

APPLICATION - Download Application

To register as a Crime Watch member, please complete the form below and return it to the Community Relations Unit of the Northern District. Your confidential Crime Watch membership number will be mailed back to you.  

 


	CRIME WATCH NUMBER: 

Northern District Community Relations 
2201 W. Coldspring Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

410-367-8491 - Office 
410-367-8492. Fax
410-396-2455. District 

Officer Jon Walter :: Jonathan.walter@baltimorepolice.org 
Officer Doug Gibson :: Douglas.Gibson@baltimorepolice.org 

**NOTE: When mailing your application back to the Northern District, mail it to the following address noting the Northern District: 

C/O Baltimore Police Department, 242 West 29th Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21211 

BALTIMORE BELIEVE 
1-866-BELIEVE * www.baltimorebelieve.com 


	


