Notes from the Northern District Police Community Meeting January 17, 2007
Presenters

 Officer Doug Gibson: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Major Pristoop: Police Representative from the Northern District
Presentation by Officer Doug Gibson on Strategies to work with Nuisance Households

The Northern District often receives dozens of complaints with regard to nuisance households.
Definition of a nuisance household: The district receives numerous complaints with regard to a specific property.  A problem exists (such as illegal activity) that affects the neighbors surrounding the home.  
If there is drug or prostitution activity the matter will also be forwarded to a lawyer so that the owner will be taken to court.
The community must have a legitimate issue with the tenants of the house and not one of a personal nature for the matter to be pursued by the Police.
The majority of the community must see the property as a nuisance. A community vote through an association is also necessary to verify that a specific issue exists with a household.
Businesses could also fit into these criteria. 
The Intervention Process
It is a long term process in order to deal with each household.

The District Police work on 2 to 4 nuisance houses at a time.

Owner occupied homes are difficult to deal with as a determination must be made as to whether it is the entire house or one individual causing the problem.
How do you avoid retaliation from the nuisance house if the tenants know who you are?   The Police can meet with the community President and the group of neighbors affected specifically by this issue in order to maintain anonymity.

Other information

A complaint about trash, parking etc will result in the city agency coming out to the household to check for any violations.  The agency will also blanket the whole area and will address all violations not just the one called in. 

Crime Statistics Presentation by Major Pristoop
Homicides

There have been 5 murders so far this year in the Northern District.  

None of these are gang murders. Some of the bodies were dumped into the district after the murder occurred in another part of the city.  None of the deceased are actual Northern District residents.

Police Plan of Action: 8 extra cops have been patrolling the York Rd, Alameda and Woodbourne areas. Additionally, 20 extra sheriff’s deputies have been moved into the Chinquapin & Belvedere Square area.

Areas of Concern

1. Chinquapin Park-Belvedere/St Dunstan’s Road - Juveniles are breaking into sheds and stealing property. The police are talking to parents about their kids.  The goal is to make parents aware that both their children and they are being watched by the Police.  Police have knocked on 200 doors where juveniles reside and have made any necessary arrests. 

The city police are teaming up with school police across the Northern District to work on the truancy list in order to combat the problem of juveniles skipping school. A meeting will be held at a Hampden school tomorrow to discuss this issue. 

2. There are still occurring along the Greenmount Strip of bars although the numbers are declining.  Cameras are helping reduce crime at the 3200 block of Greenmount & the Pimlico area.
3. Robberies are up in top end of Guilford.

Juveniles are coming from NE area of the city and committing crimes in the Northern District.

COP= Citizens On Patrol 

A nationally recognized program that allows community volunteers to work together to assist and support law enforcement in the reduction of crime.  Certain neighborhoods within Northern District have been identified as potentially benefiting from this program; however additional details were not provided at this meeting.  Further consultation with NDPD and discussion within the community will help determine the needs and course of action for Medfield.
How does it work?
 Citizens patrol their community and report information and activity to the Northern District Police.  The involved citizens will receive training and will have a direct communication link to the Northern District desk.    
 Calling 911 or 311 
It is very helpful for the Police if you are very specific with your information during your call.  

What do you see going on? 

Can you describe the person physically?

Calls into the system are prioritized according to the severity of the call.  

Community concerns

1. On January 3 a body was dumped in Chinquapin Park from the Eastern area of the city. The body was taped up & gagged. There are also gang issues with the 2 middle schools in that area.

2. People are drinking with open containers are not be citing by Police in Penn Lucy.

3. Barclay Elementary School has been burglarized 3x recently.  

4. There is a great deal of public drinking along the street occurring in the Woodbourne area & York Road. 

Next Meeting is February 21, 2007

