Notes from the Northern District Police Community Meeting 16 January 2008.
Presenters

Maj Ross Buzzuro: Northern District Precinct Commander
Deputy Major Dennis Smith: Northern District Deputy Commander
Officer Doug Gibson: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Officer Jon Walter: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Officer of the Month:
Major Buzzuro presented the ND Officer of the Month award to Officer Eric Dotson.  After working a stint of multiple midnight shifts, Officer Dotson stopped a suspicious vehicle that resulted in 5 felony arrests.  The vehicle occupants were linked to a string of brazen armed robberies.  The suspects were armed with baseball bats and other weapons when they were apprehended.
Promotion:
Lt Dennis Smith is now Deputy Major of Northern District PD.  Congratulations!

Statistics through November 2007:
Most serious crimes in Northern District saw a substantial decline from 2006.  Much good work has been done.  The numbers (good):
· Homicides -28%
· Shootings -5%

· Robberies -9%
· Rape -3%

· Residential burglaries -23%

· Larceny from auto -16%

· Auto theft -4%

Areas of concern (bad):
· Larceny From Auto / Auto Theft
· Residential burglaries

The presented statistics do not reflect a recent (December/January) surge in larceny from auto and auto theft in the Medfield area.  Per Major Buzzuro, a city-wide task force has been formed to focus on larceny from auto.
Larceny from auto is one of the most preventable crimes, but it is one of the easiest to commit.  Residents need to keep vehicles locked, with the windows up and all valuables out of site.  Particularly ‘hot’ items seem to be portable GPS devices and satellite radio receivers, but purses, cell phones, and PDAs also tempt potential thieves.  It takes only seconds to conceal valuables on those days when you ‘only need to run inside for a minute to pickup or drop-off the dry-cleaning’.

Medfield has also seen a string of auto thefts over the past 60 days…a significant number of them on Clydesdale, Laplata, Newport, Roland Heights, Woodheights, and Ridgewood.  It was pointed out that this particular area in Medfield is very close to Coldspring Lane/I83, which gives criminals multiple escape routes.

A citizen attendee at the meeting suggested that all community associations make a diligent effort to communicate the urgent matter of auto-crimes via all means (e.g. newsletters, meetings, websites) over the next three months in an effort to help ND officers drive these numbers down.  In addition to keeping vehicles locked, Police officers suggest using a steering-wheel locking device such as “The Club”…an economical deterrent that can be removed by the vehicle’s rightful owner in seconds.  Remember: thieves are looking for an easy score…if they cannot see something of value but do see a steering-wheel lock, they are more likely to move on.
The most important thing that residents can do is to OBTAIN A CRIME WATCH NUMBER AND REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY!

· Crime Watch Number application can be found at the end of this report, on the Medfield Community Association website, or by attending either the Medfield Community Association or Northern District Police Community monthly meetings.
Foot officers dedicated to specific areas:
Major Buzzuro introduced Officer William O’Donnell, who will be a dedicated foot officer for the Charles Village area.  Officer O’Donnell’s appointment represents a new policy of incoming Commissioner Bealefeld…some neighborhoods will have specific officers dedicated to foot patrol to better know and serve the citizens of that community.
It’s that time of year (or it will be soon):
Officer Jon Walter once again discussed the issue of break-ins and theft during the spring/summer months when residents spend more time outdoors, or with windows and doors left open.  The following is a recap from a previous post of Notes from Northern District.  Additionally, Officer Walter strongly encouraged citizens to engrave their high-value/easily stolen lawn-care items, and record serial numbers of audio/video components.  According to Officer Walter, “there are whole warehouses full of stolen articles that no one has claimed because the police do not know their rightful owner(s)”.  Northern District has engravers that are available for loan to the community for mass-engraving efforts.  Also noteworthy is that the Driver’s License/Soundex number is the preferred form of identification.  Police have no way to find a person by Social Security Number!

· Thieves can quickly enter your home through open windows and doors while you are gardening in your yard.  See note above regarding “residential/juvenile daytime break-ins”.  Keep doors and ground-floor windows closed and locked, even if out of site for only a short time.
· Keep garages and sheds locked.
· Mark lawn equipment (e.g. mowers, weed-whackers, leaf blowers) with driver’s license number, state identification number, or home address.  An electric engraver makes this a much easier task.

· Do not leave equipment unattended.

· Record brand name, model and serial numbers of all lawn equipment and bicycles.

· Take pictures of unique possessions.

· Keep shrubbery trimmed away from windows and doors to maintain clear visibility and deny thieves potential hiding places.

· Ensure that outdoor lighting is adequate and in good working order.  Automatic lights with motion sensors are a good idea.

· Beware of burglars masquerading as home improvement contractors, possibly placing ladders on houses in order to gain access through upstairs windows.

· REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY: do not hesitate to call police – 911.

Other noteworthy news:
The Pen Lucy community (near Waverly and the location of old Memorial Stadium) recently won a multi-million dollar grant from Home and Gardens / HGTV Change the World Start At Home campaign.  The following (more information available on the website) is copied from www.hgtv.com/changetheworld
Baltimore is a historic and diverse city comprised of unique neighborhood communities. The historic Pen Lucy neighborhood, annexed to the city in 1888, was once a thriving commercial district and gateway to the surrounding community, but has become a magnet for crime in recent years. The neighboring Waverly community was once heavily traveled by sports fans due to its proximity to Memorial Stadium. After the stadium was demolished, the dynamic of Waverly has experienced changes and challenges. After five decades of population decline, the city of Baltimore has recently stabilized and begun to see a rise in population largely due to revitalization and preservation efforts in multiple city neighborhoods, including a National Trust citywide Main Street program. HGTV, Rebuilding Together and the National Trust for Historic Preservation can join this effort and continue the transformation in Baltimore.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Next Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 19, 2008
Community Listserv for Medfield
An attempted home break-in occurred in the 1300 block of W41st sometime between 12/24 and 12/26.  Several small glass windows were broken in the front door, and a perpetrator was apparently cut as some blood was found at the scene.  The homeowner sent the following proposition for a community listserv to MCA.  Further discussion is anticipated at an upcoming MCA meeting.
“I wanted to propose creating a community listserv for Medfield.  I emailed you and the Crime Prevention Task Force informing the association about the attempted break-in at my house in late December.  This incident made me realize I am probably unaware of many events in my community and perhaps the easiest way to facilitate the exchange of this type of information is through a neighborhood listserv.

I imagine that you are familiar with how listservs work.  I believe that listservs could further reinforce some of the community bonds among the residents of Medfield and provide an additional forum to the monthly community assoication meetings.  In particular, I believe a listserv may help decrease criminal activity by allowing residents to quickly and easily exchange information on crime in Medfield.  Furthermore, it could be used to discuss other issues such as recommendations on contractors.  The point being, I believe that a listserv could bring the community together and facilitate discussion between a broader cross section of the community.  Several other communities in Baltimore currently have neighborhood listservs which I discovered after spending a few minutes searching the internet including the following: 

Radnor-Winston Neighborhood - http://www.radnorwinston.org/resources.htm#listserve

Guilford Listserv - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/guilfordlist/ - 

Westfield Listserv - http://www.wnia.com/wire/

Mount Washington - (they have a listserv as well but I couldn't find any additional information on this).  

Creating the listserv is free - the two most popular options use either google or yahoo - see http://groups.google.com/ or http://groups.yahoo.com/.  

Finally, I would be happy to volunteer my time to setup the listserv and maintain it.  If you want someone to make a proposal at the next community association meeting in February, I'd be happy to do it.  Let me know what you think.”
	OPERATION CRIME WATCH 

APPLICATION - Download Application

To register as a Crime Watch member, please complete the form below and return it to the Community Relations Unit of the Northern District. Your confidential Crime Watch membership number will be mailed back to you.  

 


	CRIME WATCH NUMBER: 

Northern District Community Relations 
2201 W. Coldspring Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

410-367-8491 - Office 
410-367-8492. Fax
410-396-2455. District 

Officer Jon Walter :: Jonathan.walter@baltimorepolice.org 
Officer Doug Gibson :: Douglas.Gibson@baltimorepolice.org 

**NOTE: When mailing your application back to the Northern District, mail it to the following address noting the Northern District: 

C/O Baltimore Police Department, 242 West 29th Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21211 

BALTIMORE BELIEVE 
1-866-BELIEVE * www.baltimorebelieve.com 


	


