 Notes from the Northern District Police Community Meeting May 16, 2007

Presenters

Officer Doug Gibson: Liaison to the Northern District Community

Office Jon Walter: Liaison to the Northern District Community
Major Pristoop: Northern District Precinct Commander
Officer Sharon Tally: Behavioral Emergency Service Team
Keiffer Mitchell: City Council 11th District

Presentation by Keiffer Mitchell
Mr. Mitchell is a candidate for Mayor of Baltimore.  His purpose for attending the meeting was to discuss an upcoming budget meeting with the police department, He asked the community to inform him of the issues that should be addressed in his meeting with the police.  Additionally, he outlined one of the bills he is working on at City Hall.
1. Mr. Mitchell has sponsored a nuisance abatement law which is related to nuisance properties.  This bill will give police the authority to seize properties. Crimes will be considered “property based” meaning the property owned by the accused with be seized. This law will be helpful with gang activities.
2. Mr. Mitchell will be announcing shortly his own crime plan as a Mayoral candidate.
Audience questions

1. Will there be more $$ for police officers? We are 300 officers short in the Northern District.  Mr. Mitchell responded that he also shares this concern and will be looking at the budget to see how to fix this problem. 
2. Will there be a raise for officers and a better pension in an effort to keep Baltimore City cops from leaving? Mr. Mitchell agrees with the concern and mentioned the Council is looking at getting better mortgage rates for city police.  And other forms of compensation such as take home vehicles need to be explored as well. 

3. What can be done about the perception of Baltimore City as a dangerous place?
Presentation by Officer Sharon Tally of the BEST program

What is BEST?

The Behavioral Emergency Service Team or BEST is run by Officer Tally.  She conducts a four day training for officers.  The goal is for officers to understand what it would feel like to be mental ill.   As part of the class officers also go to facilities where mentally ill patients are treated.  BEST is a 24 hr hotline for officers to call if they feel like they are dealing with a person who has mental issues.  The operators will respond and help the officer solve the problem.  The program has existed since 2004.

The goal is also to try and build relationships with the local hospitals so that they don’t become a dumping area for the mentally ill.  These patients are better cared for in specific mental facilities.  
How does BEST work?

911 dispatchers are trained to locate a BEST officer if the call suggests a person is mentally unstable.  It’s important to give the 911 operator the most amount of detailed information if there is concern about the mental status of a possible suspect.  The BEST officer is dispatched to the scene and makes a determination as to how to handle the situation.  The program is credited with 20% less force being used because force is not always necessary with a mentally ill suspect.  There are better means for dealing with the situation. BEST officers are better trained to react to situations where a person may seem violent but instead is mentally unstable. 
The district receives about 15 calls per day related to people with mental issues.
How can you get help for someone who may have a mental illness?

You can contact the Baltimore Crisis Response Inc. at 410-433-5175 or The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Metropolitan Baltimore Inc. at 410-435-2600.  
Crime Statistics Presentation by Major Pristoop
· Statistically speaking the Northern District is doing well overall in terms of crime numbers.  

· The Civilian Academy will be starting in July.  This academy will train community members for COP (Citizens On Patrol) 

This is a nationally recognized program that allows community volunteers to work together to assist and support law enforcement in the reduction of crime.  Certain neighborhoods within Northern District have been identified as potentially benefiting from this program; however additional details were not provided at this meeting.  Further consultation with NDPD and discussion within the community will help determine the needs and course of action for Medfield.
How does it work?

 Citizens patrol their community and report information and activity to the Northern District Police.  The involved citizens will receive training and will have a direct communication link to the Northern District desk.    
· The NE area had 13 robberies where shootings occurred late at night or early in the morning.  These crimes are very close to our border: 1400 block of Woodburne & Perring Pkwy the Alameida & the Belvedere Area.
· More juveniles are committing crimes.
The police have a very active “knock and talk” program.  This program involves officers knocking on doors of juvenile offenders and talking with them and their parents in order to try and find solutions to their issues.  

Crime Statistics for 2007 & comparisons to 2006

· violent crime is down 22%   *our section of the city has the lowest number of violent crime
· robberies are down 
· property crime is down 
· total crime is down 21%

· arrests are down due to less crime *15-20% lower than last year

· burglaries remain a stubborn and persistent problem
Homicides
· This year there have been 8 murders in district. Most (6-7) victims have no connection to people in the Northern District.  Most victims are non residents.  Often these crimes are committed in another section of the city and the body is dropped in the Northern District.  
· There have been 18 shooting victims in the Northern District so far this year. 

Guns

We are the #1 District in the City for addressing gun violations.

· 97 guns have been collected this year.

· 21 guns have been collected this month and there have been 11 hand gun violations.

· There have been 45 handgun arrests made this year.

Burglaries
· There have been 50 in the District within the current time period.
· Police have made 15 burglary arrests in last 5 weeks.
.
Robberies 
· There have been 33 in the District within the current time period

· 9 arrests have been made in last 28 days
· From 34th St to Northern Pkwy there has been a lot of violent crime.
Police Plan: 15 plain clothed officers are searching and working the streets for criminals.
Community Concerns

1. There is concern along York Rd that gang activities have been occurring.  Youth are riding around on mopeds w/ their “colors” (bandanas).  This can be a sign of gang activity.  The Major recognizes this is a problem that is affecting the whole city and is spreading.    
Police Plan: The Youth Division is going to schools and working with school police. Police are communicating with their parents.  The Gang unit is involved. The DARE program is a means to teach young kids about the bad affects of drugs, gangs and violence.
2. There are issues with patrons in bars along York Rd.
2. Burglaries are a stubborn problem especially in the Charles Village area. 
Next Meeting is July 18, 2007

	OPERATION CRIME WATCH 

APPLICATION - Download Application

To register as a Crime Watch member, please complete the form below and return it to the Community Relations Unit of the Northern District. Your confidential Crime Watch membership number will be mailed back to you.  

 


	CRIME WATCH NUMBER: 

Northern District Community Relations 
2201 W. Coldspring Lane 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

410-367-8491 - Office 
410-367-8492. Fax
410-396-2455. District 

Officer Jon Walter :: Jonathan.walter@baltimorepolice.org 
Officer Doug Gibson :: Douglas.Gibson@baltimorepolice.org 

**NOTE: When mailing your application back to the Northern District, mail it to the following address noting the Northern District: 

C/O Baltimore Police Department, 242 West 29th Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21211 

BALTIMORE BELIEVE 
1-866-BELIEVE * www.baltimorebelieve.com 


	


